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Starting off 2021 

Saying Happy Healthy New Year has most definitely taken on a new meaning – hoping that 

2021 will be a kinder gentler year!  We remain supportive to your efforts and try to stay relevant 

with our new content and helping you to manage your existing content.  We are all working 

from home offices, so we are here for you whenever you reach out! 
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Learning from the Past: History of the Smallpox Vaccine in America 

New Product - Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control in America Series 

In the Fall of 2020 Accessible Archives added a timely 

new series to our roster of historical American databases 

for students and scholars. Searching this collection, you 

can read first-hand accounts of infectious diseases like 

smallpox, cholera, and diphtheria that had plagued 

America until modern medical treatments eliminated 

them. The series consists of two segments: Part I. 

Newspapers, 1736-1922 and Part II. Books, 1823-1928. 

Both parts will give researchers an unparalleled look at 

administrative and community responses to diseases 

devastating to public health as found in the press and 

through books from colonial America through World 

War I. This database provides a vivid picture ripe for 

essential historic exploration to compare past 

outbreaks, civilian and governmental reactions, and 

disease control practices to what is happening today. 

For more information, click here. 

The first efforts to provide immunity in America had 

been used to thwart smallpox.  With limited medical 

knowledge, it was a long, divisive, and arduous process 

over the course of many years. We persisted and 

endured. 

  

https://www.accessible-archives.com/collections/quarantine-and-infectious-disease-control-series/
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Collection: Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control Series(QD) 

Publication: Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control Series: Newspapers, 1736-1922 from 

WEEKLY VINCENNES GAZETTE 

From CHAPTER XVI. THE MEDICAL PROFESSION - THE OZARK REGION ITS HISTORY AND ITS PEOPLE 

- VOLUME II. INTERSTATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1917. 

“While, perhaps, it does not exactly pertain to the medical history of Lawrence county we feel 

that we would be neglecting an important part of our duty if we failed to at least make 

mention of some of the advancement made in general medicine. First we would refer to 

preventive medicine. It has not been so very long since small pox was a disease greatly 

dreaded and feared not only on account of the inconvenience and suffering but mainly on 

account of the high mortality which attended the disease. Today we dread it only on account 

of the inconvenience of the enforced quarantine. This great change in which a highly fatal 

disease has been transformed to one of such mild symptoms that it has been mistaken for 

chicken pox was brought about by the employment of 

small pox vaccine . Not only has the disease been 

greatly modified but by the employment of the same 

vaccine we are enabled to prevent the disease in most 

cases.” 

During the American Revolution, smallpox had killed 

more soldiers than combat. In 1777, taking action 

against this fatal disease, General George Washington 

ordered the troops to be inoculated. A small amount of 

pus from smallpox lesions was injected into the arms of 

over 40,000 soldiers. The practice had been successful 

elsewhere and Washington needed to give the 

colonists every possible advantage over the Red 

Coats. The operation was covert because British 

soldiers were also suffering from the dreadful disease and 

all of Washington’s actions helped the colonists win 

independence from England.  Even though immunology as a science was in its infancy and 

the vaccine risky, along with quarantine, the effort saved many lives.  

British physician Edward Jenner’s 1799 successful vaccine taken from cowpox, a harmless 

relative of smallpox, received a positive reception in America soon thereafter. Considering risk 

and effectiveness, American doctors embraced this medical advance. Once they started 

with the injections, practitioners saw the desired effect - declining incidence and deaths from 

the disease.  

During the War of 1812 Congress passed the Act to Encourage Vaccination and a year later 

James Madison signed this first federal public health law. As a result, the United States Vaccine 

Agency was established and the Post Office designated as shipping agent for vaccines across 

the country.  Unfortunately, due to a fatal accident and subsequent public scandal, the 

agency was disbanded 9 years later after Congress enacted the Act to Repeal the Act of 

Encourage Vaccination,1822.  

Dr. Jenner performing his first vaccination 

on James Phipps, a boy of age 8 in 1796 
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The Tarboro Scandal of 1821 began when, after another smallpox outbreak, Dr. John Ward, in 

his capacity as an auxiliary vaccine agent for North Carolina, requested a supply of vaccines.  

He received vials of the virus instead of the vaccines; he subsequently injected the virus into his 

patients.  As a result, sixty people died. The United States Vaccine Agency and its director, Dr. 

James Smith, were both investigated but vindicated.  

This case encouraged several public health debates which we are still hearing today. One 

argument relates to federal vs. state control of disease protection. This case brought up the 

question of who pays for the vaccine and whether local government had the authority to levy 

taxes to pay for costs associated with it. In 1820, a Vermont farmer refused to pay a local tax 

that had been instituted to cover the vaccine’s costs so town officials confiscated his cow. He 

sued. It took a Supreme Court decision to settle the dispute in favor for the town. 

Smallpox did not continually rage all over the country for decades but waxed and waned.  

Those who had not fallen ill themselves or saw death firsthand grew complacent and did little 

to prevent its spread. Many refused to get vaccinated because in and of itself an injection 

could prove dangerous.  Through much of the nineteenth century neither pharmaceuticals nor 

doctors were regulated and sterilization of needles or medical facilities was not always 

practiced. As a result, people were known to have fallen ill after a dose of the shot. Others 

believed smallpox was caused by absence of good hygienic practices and all they needed to 

do was to maintain cleanliness.  Some considered other potential treatments. 

Articles from Accessible Archives showcase some theories: 

Collection: Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control Series(QD) 

Publication: Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control Series: Newspapers, 1736-1922 from 

WEEKLY VINCENNES GAZETTE 

Date: August 12, 1857 

Title: ALLEGED CURE FOR SMALL POX .—The consul of the United States 

Location: VINCENNES, IND. 

ALLEGED CURE FOR SMALL POX.—The consul of the United States at the Rio Grande de Sul, 

Brazil, has transmitted to the Department of State a communication from Dr. R. Landell, of Port 

Alegre, claiming the discovery of a cure for the small -pox . Dr. Landell states that the idea of 

using the remedy to be mentioned first occurred to him during a terrible epidemic of this 

disease In 1837, but that he first administered it in 1842, since which time his success, and that 

of his son, Dr. John Landell, and other colleagues in the treatment of small -pox , have been 

most flattering. It is only necessary for our purpose to extract that portion of the paper which 

discloses the remedy and its proper application: 

"Dissolve the vaccine that is contained on a pair of plates or a capillary tube, which is about 

four or six drops of vaccine lymph, in 4 or 6 ounces of cold water, and give to the patient a 

table-spoonful every two or three hours. The favorable result of this exhibition is, that it mitigates 

the symptoms, modifies the species, and cures the small -pox . I recognize that as vaccine 

applied externally prevents the small -pox , so, also being taken inwardly, in the manner 

above indicated, it cures quickly and efficaciously the small -pox in all its stages. Under its use, 
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the fever, the delirium, the hoarseness, diarhoea, pneumonia, cerebral congestion, and finally 

the secondary fever disappears." 

Collection: Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control Series(QD) 

Publication: Quarantine and Infectious Disease Control Series: Newspapers, 1736-1922 from THE 

CHRISTIAN RECORDER 

Date: January 24, 1863 

Title: SMALL POX 

Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

We have already had occasions to mention the remarkable 

effects of the Saracenia Purpurea in small -pox , as ascertained 

by Dr. Morris, of Halifax, during an epidemic in Nova Scotia, 

when patients were dying in hospitals at the rate of twelve and 

a half per cent, from May to August. We have now been 

favored with the following particulars respecting this valuable 

plant: The Saracenia Purpurea, or Indian Cup, a native plant of 

Nova Scotia, found in the swamps and moss bogs, has a 

wonderful reputation among the Micmac Indians of curing 

small -pox , of being as great a specific in this dire disease as 

quinine for ague. It is supposed to act by neutralizing the virus in 

the blood, rendering it inert and harmless; and that this is its 

action may be gathered from the fact that if either vaccine or 

variolous matter be washed with the infusion of the Saracenia, it 

is deprived of its contagious property. Moreover, the eruption, 

even if confluent, on its disappearance leaves no trace behind. 

The root is the part of the plant employed. The dose, when reduced to powder, is about a 

dessert spoonful, simmered in a pint of water down to half a pint; this is usually divided into two 

doses, to be taken during the day. Sugar should not be used with it.- Galignani  

In the later part of the 19th century, feeling a vaccine was not only dangerous but also an 

affront to personal liberty, anti-vaccination societies tried to appeal to all those who would 

listen. While the medical profession continued to vaccinate against smallpox, the societies 

moved forward with pamphlets, protests, and a multitude of lawsuits to stop inoculation for 

much of the century.  Finally, the case of Jacobson v. Massachusetts was presented to the 

Supreme Court in 1905. A minister had sued the state of Massachusetts to uphold his religious 

freedom by declining to receive a vaccination. In a 7-2 opinion, the justices noted that states 

had the right to enforce compulsory vaccination to protect the health and safety of its 

people.     

Through the ensuing debates, the government persisted in their effort to vaccinate the general 

public. Smallpox was finally declared eradicated by the World Health Assembly in 1980.  

Learn more at Accessible Archives’ Quarantine and Disease Control in America Series. 

 

Saracenia Purpurea 

https://www.accessible-archives.com/collections/quarantine-and-infectious-disease-control-series/
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New product - Anatomy of Protests in America Series   

As we all know, The United States of America was born out of a protest for freedom against 

English rule. We may remember the phrase “no taxation without representation” from high 

school history classes discussing the American revolution but this was still an issue long after 

independence was won.  

Collection: Anatomy of Protest in America Series(AP) 

Publication: Anatomy of Protest in America Series: Newspapers, 1729-1922 from THE NATIONAL 

ERA 

Date: November 4, 1852 

Title: TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION 

Location: Washington, D.C. 

Miss Hunt, a lady who is distinguished as a physician, and whose reputation as an advocate of 

the rights of her sex is not confined to our own country, handed the following protest to our city 

Treasurer, yesterday, on paying her taxes . We recommend the paper to our readers, as 

containing a clear and forcible statement, which can be more easily attacked with sneers 

than answered with arguments. 

To Frederick U. Tracy, Treasurer, and the Assessors, and other 

Authorities of the city of Boston, and the citizens generally: 

Harriott K. Hunt, physician, a native and permanent resident of the city of Boston, and for 

many years a tax -payer therein, in making payment of her city taxes for the coming year, 

begs leave to protest against the injustice and 

inequality of levying taxes upon women, and at the 

same time refusing them any voice or vote in the 

imposition and expenditure of the same. The only 

classes of male persons required to pay taxes , and not 

at the same time allowed the privilege of voting, are 

aliens and minors. The objection in the case of aliens is, 

their supposed want of interest in our institutions, and 

knowledge of them. The objection in case of minors is, 

the want of sufficient understanding. These objections 

certainly cannot apply to women, natives of the city, 

all whose property and interests are here, and who 

have accumulated, by their own sagacity and 

industry, the very property on which they are taxed. But 

this is not all; the alien by going through the forms of 

naturalization, the minor on coming of age, obtain the 

right of voting; and so long as they continue to pay a 

mere poll-tax of a dollar and a half, they may continue 

to exercise it, though so ignorant as not to be able to 

sign their names, or read the very votes they put 

into the ballot-boxes. Even drunkards, felons, 

idiots, or lunatics, if men, may still enjoy that right 

Dr. Harriot Kezia Hunt 
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of voting, to which no woman, however large the amount of taxes she pays, however 

respectable her character or useful her life, can ever attain. Wherein, your remonstrant would 

inquire, is the justice, equality, or wisdom of this? That the rights and interests of the female part 

of the community are sometimes forgotten or disregarded, in consequence of their 

deprivation of political rights, is strikingly evinced, as appears to your remonstrant, in the 

organization and administration of the city public schools. Though there are open, in this State 

and neighborhood, a great multitude of colleges and professional schools, for the education 

of boys and young men, yet the city has very properly provided two High Schools of its own, 

one Latin, the other English, at which the male graduates of the Grammar Schools may pursue 

their education still further at the public expense. And why is not a like provision made for the 

girls? Why is the public provision for their education stopped short, just as they have attained 

the age best fitted for progress, and the preliminary knowledge necessary to facilitate it, thus 

giving the advantage of superior culture to sex, not to mind? The fact that our colleges and 

professional schools are closed against females, of which your remonstrant has had personal 

and painful experience, having been in the year 1847, after twelve years of medical practice 

in Boston, refused permission to attend the lectures of Harvard Medical College, that fact 

would seem to furnish an additional reason, why the city should provide, at its own expense, 

those means of superior education which, by supplying our girls with occupation and objects 

of interest, would not only save them from lives of frivolity and emptiness, but which might 

open the way to many useful and lucrative pursuits, and so raise them above that degrading 

dependence, so fruitful a source of female misery. 

Reserving a more full exposition of the subject to future occasions, your remonstrant, in paying 

her tax for the current year, begs leave to protest against the injustice and inequalities above 

pointed out. This is respectfully, submitted. 

HARRIOT K. HUNT. 

32 Green st., Boston, Oct. 18, 1852. 

The struggle for liberty and the pursuit of equal opportunity has always been a cornerstone of 

the American democratic tradition. Labor and management clashes during America’s move 

towards industrialization and their economic consequences continue to this day. 

Collection: Anatomy of Protest in America Series(AP) 

Publication: Anatomy of Protest in America Series: Newspapers, 1729-1922 from Frank Leslie's 

Weekly 

Date: APRIL 13, 1916 

Title: EDITORIAL. LET THE THINKING PEOPLE RULE! 

HIGH COST OF STRIKING 

The threatened strike of 400,000 railway employees is a serious matter. A million persons 

depend upon these 400,000 for support. The great traveling public depends upon them for 

facilities of travel and for bread for the household and milk for babies. This is more serious than 

the interruption of trade or traveling. It means suffering and death. Who shall pay this bill? 
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Three-quarters of a million are working in the coal fields, providing fuel for 10,000,000 families 

and a quarter of a million of manufacturing establishments, employing 5,000,000 men and 

women. The terrifying results of a strike of the coal miners is 

obvious. Who will pay this bill? 

Two great labor strikes bid fair to involve 1,150,000 

employees. Aside from the general and widespread 

distress that a strike of the railroad men and miners would 

create, we must consider the suffering that must follow 

among the strikers themselves and their families. Who will 

pay this bill? 

The war in Europe has given an impetus to our prosperity. 

Shall we have an interruption of this flowing tide which has 

only begun to flow, or shall justice and reason prevail so 

that the expansion of business can continue? 

It is fortunate that thus far no harsh words have been heard and no bitter expressions from 

either the railway employees or the coal miners, nor from the railroads or the mine operators. 

Can they not reason together as fellow workers interested in industrial peace? 

Can they not be brought carefully to consider the high cost of striking and its effect on the 

high cost of living? And who will pay the bill? 

As debates rage over the future of America and the country’s relationship to its past, there is 

no better time to examine the wealth of content in Anatomy of Protest in America. We are 

proud to recommend the latest Accessible Archives offering to enable scholars and students 

to review first-hand reports of previous racial, social, election, labor and other domestic 

conflicts. Popular editorials from the person on the street, the rioter and protester, and the 

leaders’ points of view, professed goals, and personal opinions are presented for the reader to 

assess and understand the meaning and motivations of popular protest actions. This collection 

is segmented into two parts - Part I: Newspapers - 1729-1922 and Part II: Books - 1701-1928.  

Learn more at Accessible Archives’ Anatomy of Protests in America Series. 

American County Histories 

 Digitization of the final volumes of County Histories has now been 

completed and the full 50-state plus Washington DC collection is available 

for searching. These encyclopedic publications produced between 1870 

and 1923 allow searchers to find a wide range of detailed local historical 

materials relating to genealogical, governmental, medical, legal, school, 

and church topics from the entire country. American County Histories is 

currently divided into nine groupings: Central, Mid-Atlantic Part 1, Mid-Atlantic Part 2, Midwest, 

New England Part 1, New England Part 2, Southeastern, The Southwest, and The West. 

 

  

https://www.accessible-archives.com/collections/anatomy-of-protest/
https://www.accessible-archives.com/collections/american-county-histories/
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Counter Compliance Stamp of Approval 

Accessible Archives has passed the 2020 Counter audit. We continue 

to be able to provide COUNTER-compliant usage reports to all 

customers as an aid to librarians and libraries in managing their 

electronic resources.   

 

 

Please visit our website for the latest information and tools for using all Accessible Archives 

Databases. Sign up for our regular blog, Twitter, and Facebook posts. The User manual, Free 

webinars, White papers, Counter reports, MARC records, and Search FAQs are always 

available to help guide in your usage.  

Last but not least, be well. 
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